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- On motion of Mr Hill, the rule was suspended, bill read
second time, and reforred to the committee on the Judiciary. -
Mr T%vlor of Fannin, introduced (by leave) a bill for the re-
Jief of Thos. Ragsdale, et. al.; read first time. | o
On motion of Mr Taylor of Fanniu, the rule was suspended 3,
bill read second time, and referred to the committee on Fi-
aance,.on motion of Mr Potter. | |
A bill authorizing the Comptroller to issne certain lost eer-
tificates of stock on certain conditions was taken up; read and
ordered. to be engrossed.
. On motion of Mr Potter, the rule was suspended ; bill read
third time and passed.
" On motion of Mr Taylor of Cass, the Senate adjourned until
3 o’clock, p. a1 '
o 8 o'clock, p. M..
* Senate met—roll called—quornm present.
The first reading of the il to prescribe a code of c¢ivil pro-
cedire for the State ot Texas was resumed.
~ On motion of MrPotter, the Senate adjowrned till to-mor- -
yow morning, 9 o’clock,

. WepxEsDAY, Dec. 12th, 1835,
The Senate was called to order by the President, pursuant te
sdjournment—roll called—quorum present.
T'he Journal of yesterday was read and adopted, |
Mr Doane presented the petition of Joel L. Ankrum, referred
to the eommiitee on the Judiciary,

" Mr Burroughs presented the petition of sundry citizens of the
county of Newton, referred to the committee on Internal Im-
provements.

" Mr Millican presented the petition of sundry members of the
barin the 13th Judicial District—referred to the committee on

Jodicial Distriets. '

* Mr Maverick presented the petition of H. L. Upshur, referred
%6 the commmittee on the Judieiary, and the petition of “B. W,
Gillock”—referred to the commititee on ¢laims and aceounts,

Mr Russell from the committee on engrossed bills reported

- % A bill to legalize certain surveys, lying between the waters
of the Brazos and Colorado Rivers,” and -

“ A bill to authorize the Comptroller 1o issne eertain lost cer-
tificates of Stock on certain conditions”—¢orrectly engrossed.

Mr Scott, chairman of the committee on Public Lands, to
which was referred “ A Bill to provide for the transfer of certain
books, papers, arehives and records from the adjutant General’s
office, to the General Land Office.” reported the same back and
zecommended its passage.,
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Me Bcott, chairman of the same committee, to which was
veferred a bil]l to require the return of unconditional Headright
certificates in certain cases, reported the same back with ‘the
following amendment, strilke out in the 16th and 11th line of
the bill, the words “and subject 1o retocation,” and recommended
the adoption of amendment, and the passage of the bill,

Mr Scout, from the same committee, to which was referred a
bill for the relief of Jonas Green and Middleton Perry, reported
“ A Bill for the relief of persens who had legal files in the reserve
of lands made by the act 10 provide for the construction of the
Mississippi and Pacifiec Raiiroad” as a substitiite thevefor, and
recotmmend its adoption and pessage.

Mr Scott, chairmatt of the same commitiee, to which was
referred a bill for the telief of Wm, Rawlins, reported a substi-
tate therefor, and recommended s adoption and passage.

Mr Potter, chairman of the commiltes on the Judiciary, to
which was referred « bill to incorporate the city of San Antonio,
reported the same back with the fotlewing amendments: amend
1st by striking out “ Sections 8 and 9 ” of the Tth article, being
the two iast sections of the bill, and amend 2d, by adding to the
bill section Sth, “this act shall take ¢ffert and be in force from
and after the f#irst day of July 1856,” and recommended the
adoption of the amendinents aad the passage of the bill

r Potter, chairnion of the same ¢ommittee, made the follow-
ing repors

“The Judiciary commmitice have considered a reselution di.
recting them to take ito consideration the propriety of passiag
a law allowing epen accounts to be proved before a Notary
Pnblic &c., and report by bifl or otherwise, and the commiites
direes me to report that they are of the opinion, that the Jaws
pow in force furnish as convenient weans as can be wehi, and
at the sume time safely devised, for taking the testimony of wit.
nesges who reside ont of the connty in which a snit may bepend.
ing, where their evidence is to be used. 1If the witness resides
in the State bis evidence may e tnken under a commiggion
from either o district or Justices court, before eigher a chief Jus.
tice of & county, clerk of a District or coutity covitt, or a Notary
Pablic, aad if the witness, resides out of the State evidence
may be taken in like manner before either n notary Public, or
cieﬁt_;éi,a.caurt of Recovd within the State or county where the
witngss resides, or belore @ commissoner of the State of Toxas
for such state.—Hast. Dix. aet, 726, 820, 1720 and 124 ; Thuas
under the present laws avery facility is given for taking evidence,
and previeg open accounts or any other matters before Notaries
Pubite, apd {ull opportunity is aiso given for the examuation



196

and-cross examination of witnesses. If the objeet of the resolu.
tion be, as is supposed, to call for the report of a bill, under the
provisions of which a party could by his own orother ¢ ex-parte”
affidavits, prove up his claim, then the committee have to say,
that in :their-opinion such a cottrse wonld be extremely unsafe
and would not tend Lo promote the ends of justice. A fair and
falt:cross examination of witnesses, either in epen court or upon
‘interrogatories is believed to be essential to the proper adminis-
tration of Justice, and any plan which would de away with such
etamination would tend to the suppression of truth and be an
‘inducement to perjury, The committee therefore direct me to
return the resolution o the Senate and recomumend that it be
laid . upon the table.” -
. Mr Mitlican, chairman of the select committee, to 1nguire
into and prescribe the duties of the various officers of the Senate
&c., made the following report. -
*The duties of the secretary shall be to exercise a supervisory
~cate over all the seeretaries and clerks. of the Senate, and to keep
& correct journal of the praceedings of the Senate and discharge
the usnal duties appertaining to his office generally, and make
all contracts for stationary, lights, fuel, and such other incidental
- expenses; who shall on the last day of cach week report the
same in full with the other contingent expenses of the Senate
- for confirmation. - .

The duties of the Sergeant at arms, shall be, in addition to
those assigned by the rules of the Senate, to receive and receipt
for all printed documents that are farnished for the use of the
Senate, and distribute the same among the members, and a gen-
atal supervision over the mail department of the Senate, and

- also over the door-keepers and Porters of the Senate. The duties
- of the doot-keeper shall be in addition to those assigned by the
rules, to keep the door, announce all the messages to the Senate,
- and to’permit no one to enter on the floor of the Senate chamber,
. except the members of the Legislature and the officers of the
State and the two houses, unless by permission of the President
or a Seaator, to see lo the clcaning of the Senate chamber, and
~ its furniture, also to the making and extinguishing of fires, and
providing lights and water for the use of the senate, attend to
the receiving, preparing and fgrwarding the mail matter gf the
members of the Seuate. The Asst. door-keeper shall aid the
door-keeper in the discharge of his duties, and shall when re-
- quired assist the Sergeant at arms. "There shall be one Porter for
the Senate who shall be employed by the secretary, whose com-
pensation shall not exceed one dollar per day, whose duty it
shall be to dring water make fires, and do such other things as
may be assigned him by the door-keeper.”
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. O motign of Mr Mllhcan the rale was Saspemﬂ re.pijrt taken
mp and adopted. . . * il il n

Mr Paliner introduced abtll for the relief of. ihe ‘Galveston
and Red river Railwav company, and supplemental to shesever-
el acts te incorporate said company, read Hrst time.. .77 ¢’

On motion of Mr Palmer tiie rule was suspended, bilt wa-.dgﬂ
time and referred to the committee on Internal Improvemerits,

Mr Flanagan introduced a bill supplemental to an act.lo.in~
corporate. the Henderson and Burkville Railroad compauv, ap-
proved Jan’y 27 1854 —read first time.

On motion of Mr Flanagan the rule was suspended bill read
2d time and referred to the committee on Imternal Improvements.

M: Potter (by leave) presented the petition of L. M. Hitch-
cock, referred to the committee on Public debt ; alse the petition
of Willard Richardson——referred to the committee on clmms and
uccounts

- Mr Martin introduced a bil to amend an act for the rehef of
certain prisuners of war, passed Feb’y 2th 1850—read first time.

ORDERS OF THE DAY.

Report of the committee on public debt, on “‘a bill giving the
assent of the Siate of Texas to ‘an act to provide for the | pay-
ment of such creditors of the late Republic of Texas. as are
comprehended in the act of Congress of September 9th 1850 ;7
which was passed at' the 2d session of the 33d Congess of the
United States, and approved Feb. 2Sth 1850," repnmncr ad-

versely thereto—was read.

Mr Palmer moved to postpone the consideration of thef bl"
and report tll the 1st Monday in January—iost,

On motion of Mr Potter the reportand bill were made the

special order for Wednesday next, 19th inst.

A bill to legalize certain surveys lving between the waters of

the Colorado and Brazos rivers—read 3d time aud passed.

A bill to authorize Glover Wells to construct a bridge across
the East Fork of the Trinity river—read and mdered io be en-
arosged.

A bill to anthorize William M. Lee and others to construct a
bridge across the ISast Fork of the Trinity at or near Lee’s Fer-
r)--rend and ordered to be engrossed.

Report of the committee on Roads, Bridges and Ferries, on a
bill supplemental to an act authmumcr and requiring the coun-
ty counrts to regulate roads, appoint overseers &c, —-oﬂ'enng
amendments thereto was read

On motion of Mr Hill re-referred to thesame commlltee

Report of the Judiciary committec on a joint reselution pro-
posing an amendment to the constitution, for the purpose of
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giving the Legislature control of the School lands, recommend.
ing that the same be laid on the table—was read and adopted.

A bill for the relief of Ira B. Dement, read and ordered to
be engrossed.

Mr Taylor of Cass, moved the appointment of a committee
No. 2, on Private Land Claims, Mr Whitaker ag chairman,

Megsrs, Whitaker, Bussell and Pirkey were apppointed the
committee, '

A bill 10 restore lands sold for Taxes and purchased by the
State, to the former owners, on certuin conditions, read and or-
dered to be engrossed. |

A bill for the relief of James Lamb, read and ordered to be
engrozsed. -

A bill to change the names of Martha and John McDonald, to
those of Martha McDodald Rateman and John MeDonald Bate-
man, read and ordered to be engrossed.

A bill for the relief of the beirs of John Bailey, read and or-
dered to be engrossed.

A bill for the relief of Valentine T, Dalton, read and ordered
to be engrossed. '

Report of the committee on the Judiciary on a bill to reorgan-
ize the 8th Judicial District, and define the time of holding
courts in the same, offering a substitute therefor—was read,
substitute adopted and bill ordered to be engrossed.

On motion of Mr Pirkey the rule was suspended, bill read
3d time and passed.

A bill to amend the 1st section of an act for the reliefof the
citizens of Mercer's Colony, approved Feb’y 2, 1850 ; read.

Mr Martin offered a bill supplemental to an act for the reliet
of the citizens of Mercer’s Colouy, approved Feb'y 2, 1850, as a
sabstitute~—rejected.

On motion of Mr Martin the bill was then laid on the table.

Joint resolution proposing an amendment to the 7th section ot
the 4th art. of the constinition—read.

On motion of Mr Potter the resolution was laid on the table.

On moation of Mr MeCalloch, a bill to make an appropriation
for the payment of Volunteers, called into the service of the
State of Texas, was taken up—read and passed to a 3d reading.

Mr Palmer moved a suspension of the rale for the final read-
ing of the bill—lost.

Report of the committee on the Judiciary on the memorial of
Wesley Kirkpatrick, recommending that it be laid on the table,
was read and adopted.

A message was received from the House informing the Senate,
that the House had passed a bill originating in the Senatey to
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allow Clinton Thompscn, a minor, to take possession and cottrol
of his estate, and to transact business as though he were of full
age,

Qn motijon of Mr Taylor of Fanpin, the Senate adjourned
until 3 o'clock ». .

| 3 o'clock ». ™.
The Senate met—roli ¢alled—quornm present.
‘The first reading of the code of civil procedure was resumed,

On motion of Mr Palier the Scnate adjourned umtil to-mor-
row niorning at 9 o'clock,

SENATE CHAMBER,
December 13ih, 1855. |

Senate met pursuant to adjournment—prayer by the Chap-
lain~--roll called—quorum present.

The journal of yesterday was read and adopted.

Mr Hill presented the petition of Thos. Bell, praying for laad
—referred to the committee on private land ciams ne 1.

Mr White presented the petition of Juan Delagado, for re-
lief ; referred to the commitiee on private Jand claims no, 2.

My Girimes, charman of the committee on Finoance, made the
following report: )

The committee on Minance, to which was referrad a bill for
the relief of Stevenson Axrcher, have considered the bill and »
majority of the commitlee bave instructed me to return the same
to the Senate with wnendments and reconumend its passage.

T'he bill 1% to pay Stevenson Archer, district surveyor of El
Paso disivict, one hundred vud fifty dollars, for making a map
of hig land district for the General Land osfice,

The amendment offered by the comitiee, is to allow Jobn H.
Cole a like sum for compiling & map of Dallas connly, and for
ggakiﬁng cunnections from the Roberison and Nacagdaches land

istrict,

The committee had before them the certificate of the Com-
missioner of the General 1and office, that the waps hod been re-
ceived and that the prices ehavged were reasonable,

Atmend section Ist by inserting alter © diseriet 27 & And thas
Johsn H. Cole be allowed the sum of $150, for making a map of
Dallas county and cotneciions with the Roberisor and Nacog-
Joches land district.” .

In section Lst ajter © Avcher” insart “Jolin H. Cole'=in
caption, after © Archer)” insert John H Cole,

Mr Taylor of Cass, made the following report: ]

The coromittes on public debt have considered the petition of
Robt. Wilsen.



